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I NT. BIG BRIGHT ROOM - NASA - DAY

NASA Headquarters. Deep within the conpl ex.

Bustling techies rush to neet deadlines. Unifornmed nen grant
cl earance and nonitor the prem ses.

MATTHEW MASON (30’ s-40’s. All-anerican / all-human mlitary
man turned astronaut) sits patiently outside the main corner
of fice.

Incredibly still, he watches a TV.

CNN - "MANNED M SSI ON TO MARS AND OTHER EXOPLANETS UNDERWAY
- NEW PERSONNEL TO BE ANNOUNCED'

From a near by desk -

ASSI STANT
ADM NI STRATOR BOLD s office, please
hol d.

The assi stant bounces between lines as the phone rings off
t he hook.

ASS| STANT
Yes Vice President Cheney, the
deadl i ne for applications has
unfortunately passed.

THE DOOR SW NGS OPEN -
Qut comes ADM NI STRATOR BOLD (40+, robust, |oud and proud).

Bold wal ks to his assistant, | ocks and | oads a nake-believe
shot gun, and points it at her.

Despite juggling the phones, she already knows the joke. She
throws up her free hand in a sad attenpt to shield herself.

And Bol d pretend-shoots.
BOLD
Friendly fire!
(hol sters gun)
Secretary! Validate Gentl enman
Ti ngl e’ s parki ng.

ASTRONAUT TINGLE (40’s, gruff asshole) follows behind Bol d.
He has an air about himas toxic as farts.

We don’t know nuch about himyet, but we will later.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Mason sizes up the potential conpetition while Bold closes
with Tingle.

BOLD
Tingle. This was great. Theta is in
your capabl e hands. May you keep ne

a very happy guy.

Bol d and Ti ngl e exchange a handshake.

Wil e leaving, Tingle and Mason | ock eyes. Arivalry in the
maki ng.

Bol d scans the office to find Mason, his next and fi nal
nmeet i ng.

BOLD
(To Mason)
Mason! Just the man | was | ooking
for. Get in here.

Mason appropriately gathers hinmself and enters the office.

| NT. ADM NI STRATOR BOLD' S OFFI CE - DAY

Mason takes a quick | ook around, inpressed by the digs. It’'s
NASA's Oval Ofice, with a scale representation of our Solar
Systemin the heart of the room

MASON
Adm ni strator Bold, it’s a
pl easure. Thank you for taking the
time to neet with m

BOLD
(interjecting)
Check this shit out.

Bold flips off the lights.

The room flips to an OBSERVATORY, renoving all sense of
Earth in an instant. It feels |like the room contai ns
space-itsel f.

Mason awkwardly tries to find the best place to stand.

BOLD
Ww. It never gets old.
(segue)
Do you mind if we conduct the
meeting like this? It makes ne feel
one wth SPACE

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
Sure, Adninistrator.

BOLD
G eat.

And |ike that, Bold enters his star-shrouded spie
paci ng between the pl anets.

BOLD
Mat t hew Mason, decorated Air Force
pilot, honorably discharged and
referred to NASA for excellence in
aviation and intellect.

Mason stands stoically.
BOLD
|"m surprised | haven't nmet you
yet. Do you know why you’re here?

Mason gets ready to answer.

BOLD
Better yet, why we are ALL here?
MASON
Is that a rhetorical question, sir?
BOLD
No.
MASON
We're here to | earn and under st and
the uni -
BOLD
NO. | don’'t need NASA s ni ssion
statenent. | live that. | nean, why

the hell are we all here? Wiy are
we only on Earth?

Mason col |l ects hinsel f.

MASON
Lack of funding.

Bold stops in his tracks.

BOLD
True... But not that answer.

whi | e

Bold rings a buzzer, childishly installed in his office.

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
... Technol ogical lim-
Bol d buzzes agai n.
BOLD

NOT ANYMORE BABY! W' ve had the
war p-drive workin for a while now

Mason’s eyes w den, "really?"

MASON
Danger ?

BAOLD
WARMER.

Bol d noves cl oser to the Sun.

MASON
Radi ati on!

Bold grunts in frustration.

MANN ( Q. S)
Cosni c canni balistic | eviathans.

BOLD
Bl NGO.

Bol d poi nts behind Mason, who turns to see a figure in the
dar k.

BOLD ( CONT)
Star-sized entities patrolling the
uni verse, consum ng pl anets whol e.

(Beat)
Luckily, we have a God-Killer in
our m dst.

(To Mason)
Mason, |1'd like you to neet

COVWANDER MANN, | eader of Al pha
Team and ny eyes and ears on the
i nsi de. Second-in-comand only to

me. You'll be learning howto take
out those notherfuckers fromthe
best .

MANN st eps fromthe shadows. (30 s-50"s, the epitone of Man
He’s the guy you want taking steps for the whole race.)

Mason takes all of this in very seriously.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

BOLD
Mason. We are fucking with you.

Mann sl aps himon the back.

MANN
You're a good sport. At |east you
didn't start by asking about the
"efficacy of nukes" |ike Tingle.

BOLD
Truth is, we just haven't left yet!
It’s that sinple! W haven't needed
to go anywhere el se! And now, it’s
time for us to go.

Bol d hugs/straddl es the EARTH. He spins with it while going
t hr ough t he nonol ogue.

BOLD ( CONT)
This guy... This kind planet. It
used to be enough. Enough for al
of us. But we’'ve repaid its
generosity with contagi on and
pol [ uti on.

Bold starts to get sick and di snounts.

BOLD ( CONT)
Still wondering how you fit in?

Bol d wal ks over to Mason.

BOLD ( CONT)
You’' ve been hand-sel ected to
captain a teamthat will colonize a

pl anet .
Mason’s re-col |l ected deneanor starts to crack in excitenent.

MASON
Sir, it is an hono-

BOLD
(interjecting)
Oh no, hear out the whole
assi gnnment before thanking ne for
it.

Bold sits at his desk. Mason searches for the right thing to
say.

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
If it’s a matter of safety or
preparati on-

BOLD
It is MOST CERTAINLY a matter of
preparation... which will directly
i nfluence your safety.

Mason cont enpl at es.

HUGE TV s

Across an

MASON
What’'s the tine frame?
BOLD
You set sail in a year
(beat)

Bl ast of f, whatever.

(of f the "not so bad" | ook)
That's not all.
above Adnministrator Bold turn on.

array, "ZETA TEAM is displayed across the board.

Under "CAPTAIN," is Mason with a full list of credentials.

GRAPHI C -

To date -

BOLD
26 separate teans of 5 were
sel ected for sinultaneous nanned
m ssions to 26 ideal planets within
H A B.itabl e zones across our
Uni verse with the intent to
col oni ze.

MASON
Different hospitable planets...

DESTI NATI ON:  KEPLER 443B - 2540 |ight years away.
the furthest one known to man.

MANN
Don't let the distance intimdate
you. It’s just a concept of
not hi ngness bet ween us.

MASON
Where is Al pha team goi ng?

MANN
Mar s.

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
But that's only 12.5 light mnutes
awnay. . .

As Mason begins to feel the shit end of the stick.

BOLD
Each team constructed under cl ose
supervision to ensure qualification
and teamunity. Yours is no
exception.
(beat)
But with some | eniency.

ON THE MONI TORS - FOUR AVERAGE FUCKIN JCES.

Mason eyes the board. Resume experience: Plunber, Hone
Gardener, | T Support, Doctor/Psychiatrist/Wax Artist... This
charade has gone on too | ong.

MASON
Wth all due respect, Sir, is this
anot her joke?
Bol d eyes Mann.
Then starts cackling |aughing. Mason awkwardly joins in.
BOLD
(extrenely intense)
NO I TS NOT A FUCKI NG JOKE

Mason recoil s.

BOLD ( CONT)
This planet is no | onger
sustainable. W will lose it. W’ ve

sewn its fate. W nust adapt now,
or say hello to the end.

Mann steps in.

MANN
Each teamis equally inportant.
Yours perhaps nost of all. Kepler

443b, al though the furthest known
Exopl anet, is also the nost |ike
Earth. It may be our best chance.

MANN ( CONT)
The Zeta Project was originally
concei ved to address a problem W
asked, "If Doonsday were tonorrow,

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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MANN ( CONT) (cont’d)
where woul d our standard citizens,
NOT astronauts, have the best
chance to survive?"

BOLD
We realized, "Shit! Al these
pl anets have problens!" And even
t hen, nost of the "hospitabl e" ones
have worse conditions than Detroit.
So, rather than yearn for Chicago,
we’ d enbrace our inner 8-mle.

Bold starts hunmng Emnenis 8 Mle riff.

Mason starts to see where this is going.

Beat .

Beat .

BOLD
You, WMatthew Mason, were our
hi ghest scoring candi date, and our
best chance to help us figure this
out .

MASON
You're telling me that I’ m
responsi ble for getting nyself, as
wel |l as four other civilians ready
for the deepest interstellar travel
i magi nabl e, in just one year.

BOLD
Yes.

MASON
And what if we fail?

BOLD
You die. But don't worry, we wl|
all follow shortly after.

MASON
Sounds like the mlitary all over
again. Let’s go through the team

BOLD
G eat.



EXT. SUBURBAN CUL DE SAC - DAY

We track down a street of new, beautiful but ultimtely
cooki e cutter hones. Mst have teans of workers on-top or
hust|i ng about.

BOLD (V. O

For your Citizen Architect /
Qper ati ons Manager, we have DEREK
DANI ELS.

( Segue)
A sel f taught plunber with over 500
reviews on YELP with a 5 star
aver age.

MASON (V. O
| mpr essi ve.

Not hing that really catches your eye...

BOLD (V. O
He al so constructed his own
under-ground shelter, perfectly in
line with NASA' s standards... The
ones we plan to construct on Mars.

MASON (V. O
You' re shitting ne.

BOLD (V. O
Go see it for yourself.

Until we land on DEREK DANI ELS (30's-40's. Tall, wry, odd)
atop of what | ooks to be a BOVB- SHELTER, hammering nails.

We 180 flip and see Mason ON LOCATI ON wat chi ng Derek from
af ar.

MASON
Derek the Pl unber.

W flip back to spectate and behold Derek’s glory.

Derek hanmers in another nail. Like a glorious God, he w pes
his forehead of hard-earned sweat.

EXT. DEREK'S SILO - DAY

We cut back to Derek, post-heroic pose. He spots Mason in
t he di stance and waves.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

DEREK
Howdy nei ghbor!
Still a bit wary, Mason acknow edges and approaches.
MASON
M. Daniels, I'"'msorry if |I'm

catching you at a bad nonent.

DEREK
Oh pl ease, there are no bad nonents
with me! Call ne Derek.

Derek extends for a handshake, it is net and held too | ong.

MASON
My nane is Matthew, but ny official
title is Captain Mason

Derek’s ears perk up

DEREK
Oh, a Captain. Like an Arny
Captain? Were you on a boat in the
Arny?

MASON
Air Force, sir. But sent here by
NASA to neet with you.

The handshake stops... but it is still held. Derek | ooks
like he’s seen a ghost.
DEREK
N- N- NASA?
MASON

|’mhere to talk to you about an
opportunity. May we speak inside?

Beat - Derek conputes.

DEREK
YES.

| NT. DEREK’ S KI CKASS BUNKER - DAY

Mason and Derek wal k in and down steps fromthe door
out si de.

DEREK
| have to apol ogize, | didn't think
|’d be receiving conpany.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

MASON
It is no problem Si-

Mason stops dead in his tracks.

This isn't a war bunker... This is the dopest fucking pad
you’' ve ever seen.

This feels |like a nmansion precisely planned in a small, but
spaci ous, set up

| f the apocal ypse happens, this is where you want to be.
Specifically, a place you can enjoy it.

Mason’s professional exterior starts to crunble.

MASON
Oh ny. ..
DEREK
(oh no)
You hate it. I'msorry. It’s not
very practical. | tried to make it

a working prototype for MARS but |
got carried away on the design.

Mason directs everything at Derek.

MASON
Derek. This is incredible. 1'"mhere
to informyou that you’ ve been
sel ected by NASA to hel p colonize a
di stant exopl anet. Specifically, on
my team ZETA Team

Derek’s jawis on the floor.

MASON
Bef ore you make a deci sion, think
of the gravity of what is being
ask-

DEREK
(bursting)
LET' S GO TO SPACE

Der ek shakes Mason’s hand again, all while dancing and
scream ng. Mason sneaks a snmile

Maybe this isn’'t so bad?



12.

| NT. ADM NI STRATOR BOLD' S OFFI CE - DAY

Back to it. One down, four to go.

MASON
| have to say, | judged a book by
its cover on that one. How did you
find that guy?

BOLD
When you offer to send people to
space, you typically get an
ecl ectic applicant pool.

Mason notions to the board - Next up, SUSAN PLANT (50’s,
war m and not herly, despite not having children).

BOLD
As for your Mark Watney, you get
SUSAN PLANT! !

MASON

Fitting nane.

BOLD
Fitting conpany as wel|!

SusanPl ants. com fl ashes on the screen.

BOLD ( CONT)
What a cl ever | ady! Nunber one
online retailer for botany. She
even has her own cross-bred strain
of kiw -bananas. Kabanas. They're
del i ci ous.

Beat .

BOLD
How do you think | vetted her?

EXT. NORTHEASTERN W LDERNESS / BACKROADS - DAY

Mason drives to the edge of civilization in the Northeast
US. The highway ends to a cl earing ahead.

The trees bend to make a TUNNEL at the end of the highway.

BOLD (V. O
Truth is, she is a tree-person.

Mason's GPS shows that he's "of f-road".

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

BOLD (V. O
| tried to get one of our
satellites to get us sonme inmages of
t he greenhouse she built, but al
we saw were dam trees!

Mason turns his GPS off, and drives down the tunnel.

This tunnel is a portal to fantasy.

The clearing opens to an absolutely beautiful, naturalistic
hone in the mddle of the forest. An environnentalist’s
del i ght.

6 foot sunflower stal ks, a blue apple tree, cute giant
rabbits and species yet discovered all can be found in plain
si ght as Mason drives through the "portal".

Mason’s eyes go wide with wonder as - SUSAN IS LI TERALLY
RI DI NG A UNI CORN AT THE SI DE OF THE CAR

Susan waves happily at Mason.

EXT. SUSAN PLANT' S HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - DAY

Mason pulls the car into Susan’s driveway. She beat him
t here, already disnounted and petting her UN CORN

She beckons Mason cl oser. He cautiously does.

MASON
H. Is that a Unicorn?

SUSAN
Hell o there, and kind of! The horn
iS just a genetic variation ny
husband and | devel oped t hrough
br eedi ng!

Mason pets the unicorn. It neighs happily. Wat the hell?
MASON
Mss Plant, ny nane is Captain
Mason. It is wonderful to nmeet you
They shake hands. She is entirely unphased by his title.
SUSAN

M SSES Plant. But it is very nice
to neet you Captain... Uh...

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

MASON
Mason. Matthew Mason, fornerly of
the Air Force, but now under NASA.

Beat. Still unphased.

SUSAN
Matt hew. What a | ovel y coi nci dence.
My husband’ s nane.

Mason i s caught off guard by that.

SUSAN
| have a couple nore things | need
to take care of in the greenhouse,
woul d you m nd acconpanyi ng ne
whil e we chat?

MASON
It would be ny pleasure.

EXT. SUSAN S BACKYARD - DAY

Susan nonchal antly | eads Mason to the backyard.
Mason i s exposed to why Susan was chosen.

A nonolith GREENHOUSE is in the back yard. Condensation
billows fromthe bottom For sone reason, it’s intimdating

as hell.

Al t hough perspiration cloud the windows, it |ooks as lively
as the Amazon on the inside.

SUSAN
My husband and | built this. Qur
lives’ work. We have a ful
ecosystemin there. I'’mproud to
say it has been stable and easily
mai ntai ned for twenty years. And
hopefully, long after |’ m gone.

Mason can’t believe his eyes.

SUSAN
Pl ease, conme inside.



15.

| NT. SUSAN S GREENHOUSE - DAY

Mason i s whisked into another world. Like, if WIly Wnka
decided his life was to garden.

Susan gathers a coupl e of outlandish plants and hands them
to Mason, whose jaw remmi ns on the ground.

SUSAN
Matt hew, if you wouldn’t mnd
hol ding onto these. They' re for
di nner, which you are nore than
wel conme to stick around for

MASON
Susan... How is this possible?

SUSAN

My husband and |I started small by
experinmenting and breedi ng hybrid
produce... And what started as a
del i ci ous hobby becane an
obsessi on. And soon after started
payi ng the bills! Thankfully, since
nmy husband can no | onger worKk.

(segue)
Your Adm ni strator happens to be ny
best custoner.

MASON
(of course he is)
Ah. Well, you deserve every penny
ear ned.
(segue)
About your husband, is M. Plant
hone?

SUSAN
Oh, ny manners, he’s just inside
t he house! Fol | ow ne.

| NT. SUSAN PLANT' S HOUSE - FOYER / LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Bi | bo Baggins could live here. It’s just so peaceful and
quaint. A sinpler world.

Any HGTV desi gner woul d pine over this setup. It feels
deci sively decorated but natural - as if the environnent
grew a house from scratch

In the main room a rooted tree runs fromthe ground through
the ceiling, as if the house was built around it. Like an
El f's cabin.

( CONTI NUED)
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Susan | eads ahead, entirely confortable in her own hone
despite the dreamlike feel. She conmes to a stop next to a
wi ndow, with a nice SMALL PLANT near by.

SUSAN
Matthew, |1'd like you to neet ny
husband. WMatthew.
Mason | ooks around, unsure of who to greet.

MASON
Unhh.. Is M. Plant upstairs?

Beat .

SUSAN
No, Matthew, he is right here.

Susan rubs the side of the SMALL POT, with the SMALL PLANT
gestating inside.

Mason can't believe it.

SUSAN
Oh, | know I nust seem nmad, |
apol ogi ze. ..
(Sl unps)

My Matt hew passed a coupl e nonths
ago. On his last day, he had ne
prom se to sow his ashes into a new
tree. So he could continue to grow
older with ne... And perhaps, |

will next to himone day.

Susan picks up MATTHEW (MR ) PLANT.

SUSAN
It’s just been lonely w thout him
It helps me think he’s here with
ne.

Mason adjusts. He slowy approaches, and bends to MR PLANT.

MASON
Hello M. Plant, it is wonderful to
nmeet you.

Mason hand-shakes a small pedal of the plant.
MASON
(to M. Plant)

You have quite the honme, and a
| ovely wife.

( CONTI NUED)
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Susan i s beam ng.

SUSAN
Thank you Matt hew.

MASON
Susan, How woul d you feel about
doing all of this in space?
Susan tears up.

SUSAN
Can | bring Matthew with me?

| NT. ADM NI STRATOR BOLD S OFFI CE - DAY

And, we are back in Bold s office.
He stares at a picture of Susan, Matthew, and M. Pl ant.

BOLD
Congrats, you’ve successfully
convinced ne to enlist a damm pl ant
as Zeta's 6th nenber.

MASON
| wish | had a little nore warning
before wal king into that.

BOLD
Wel |, her husband WAS |isted as
deceased... And technically | guess
he was... | suppose.
(Movi ng on)

What ever, it shouldn’t be a problem
| ogi stically. NEXT!

On the large screens, we see BEN BONER (20’ s-30’s, neckbeard
type, but still has swagger) ZETA TEAM s resident | T Man.

H s profile/application picture is terrible. Purposefully.

BOLD
Thi s damm guy.

MASON
Backst ory?



18.

| NT. BEN'S WAR ROOM - DAY? ((NO DAYLI GAT ENTERS)

The canmera zoons around BEN as he flies from keyboard to
keyboard, nmonitor to nonitor, ripping through code.

He is eating a hot-pocket while doing all this shit.

BOLD (V. O
| didn’t even pick this fuckin’
guy.

MASON (V. O
What ?!

W get a |look at what he’s workin’ on. He's rigging his NASA
application.

BOLD (V. O
He hacked our systens and accepted
hinmself. | noved to void his

application, but he s generated
overwhel m ng support within the
NSA.

The application popul ates the screen, and in real tine
comentary, we see BEN input...

BOLD (V. O
| thought it was a joke at first.
BEN BONER B ON E R That can't be
a real last nane, right? Wong. It
is. Hs IQis off the charts. A
sel f-taught conputer geni us.

Ben masterfully accepts his own application.

BOLD (V. O
He al so del eted every other fucking
| T Speci alist application.

Ben sits back, exposing that he is living in his parent’s
basenent .

BEN S MOM
BEN, DI NNER | S READY

BEN
COM N MA!



19.

INT. BENS FAMLY KITCHEN - N GHT

Ben rushes upstairs to find his MOM (40-60, Jolly and
oblivious) seated at the dinner table with Mason.

BEN S MOM
H honey, your friend Mason stopped
by for dinner.
Ben is frozen, Mason gets up to greet him

MASON
Ben! It’s good to see you.

Mason reaches out for the handshake, it is hesitantly net.

BEN
It’s Boner. Not Ben.
BEN S MOM
Nooo, cone on! | haven’'t heard your

real nane in ages! Pleaseee Ben

BEN
NO |IT°S BONER

Mason | ooks to Ben’s Mom for approval. She’s unfortunately
noddi ng.

BEN' S MOM
And |'’m Ms. Boner... |’ve been
meani ng to change ny nane for
years.
Beat .
MASON
Well ... BONER over here has been

sel ected by NASA to acconpany ne to
on a mssion to begin a new col ony
i n space!

(eyei ng down Ben)
Coi ncidentally, he was the only
applicant in the Tech Field. CQur
guys were REALLY inpressed by your

resune.
BEN
(it worked?)
Oh shit. I’ m going hone?

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
. Home?
BEN
|"mnot fromthis planet. | used

this damm m ssion to get nme hone.

MASON
(not really a question)
...You re from SPACE?

Ben’s Mom nods in agreenent.
BEN S MOM
G ib-Bob didn't nention from where
specifically.

BEN
BONER GO HOVE!

As he flips out -
| NT. ADM NI STRATOR BO.D' S OFFI CE - DAY

W' re back at NASA.

BOLD
God damit, he goes by BONER?

MASON
| can’t call himthat,
Adm ni strator.

BOLD
| can’t prom se anything, Mason.

Next up, ZETA's DOCTOR / PSYCH ATRI ST, M LAN RAMOS (30's,
the total package in a reality-TV way. Gbviously stunning,
obvi ously geni us).

BOLD
| don’t nean to tenpt you. | trust
she will not be a problenf

Mason can | ook past the attractiveness.

MASON
|f she’s the best. That's all that
matters to ne.

BOLD
She graduated Med school with a
SEXtuple PHD at the age of 17.

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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BOLD (cont’ d)

She’s the | eading consultant for
Yal e, Harvard, and Col onbi a Medi ca
wth a perfect referral rate, and
has even conducted extrenely
sourced studies in cooperation with
NASA.

(to Mann)
Mann over here can personally vouch
for her excellence.

MANN
She’ s i ncredi bl e.

MASON
So what's the catch?

INT. WAITING ROOM - M LAN S GYNECOLOGY / PSYCHI ATRY / WAX
BAR - DAY

Mason enters another waiting room This one, pink and furry.

BOLD (V. O
W’ ve set an appointnent with her
for you.

It’s nostly other wonen in the waiting room Any other Male
| ooks like they are headed for slaughter.

AUDI BLE WAX PEEL RIPS / GROANS / SCREAMS CAN BE HEARD FROM
THE ADJACENT ROQOVS.

Mason wal ks up to the RECEPTI ONI ST.

MASON
Good afternoon, |I'mhere for an
appoi ntnent with M| an Ranps?

The Receptionist is on her shit, but |ooks entirely
unent hused.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Mason? The 3: 15 Wax?

MASON
(concern)
3:15 Wax..? | was told a "Psych
Eval . "

RECEPTI ONI ST
Yes Sir, that’s what we call all of
our services. Please take a seat, a
nurse will be with you shortly.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mason nods shyly, and takes a seat.
A NURSE enters the waiting room

NURSE 1
St even?

STEVEN (30’ s) starts pleading with his wfe.

STEVEN
Pl ease Honey, this is unneccessary.
| can change.

W FE
St even, we need this.

Steven kisses his wife like it'’s the last tinme he will ever
see her, and wal ks to the Nurse like every step is his |ast.

Mason and every other guy in the roomwatches in horror.

NURSE 2
MASON?

The remai ning nmen panic as they scan the roomto find the
next victim

Behi nd a NEWSPAPER, Mason hides from his shane.

NURSE
CAPTAI' N MASON?

The newspaper doesn’t hide his uniform CQuted.

MASON
That' s ne.

INT. MLAN S HALLWAY CORRI DORS - DAY

A single and very pink hallway. The Nurse | eads Mason down
to the roomat the end of the tunnel with a THE SH N NG
Vi be. ..

NURSE
How are you? Can | get you sone
Wat er ?
The word "water” blends with the "Waaa"-1i ke wax ri pping

screans behi nd passing cl osed doors.

Mason cringes. The Nurse | eads Mason whinsically into a
bri ght open room
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NURSE
| love when a uniformed man is
confortabl e enough to enbrace his
inner femninity.

More cries fromjust beyond the walls.
The Nurse grabs a PINK GOMN and hands it to Mason.
Looking |ike a scared child, he accepts.
NURSE
Slip this on and get confy i

n
stirrups, Dr. Ranps will be w
you soon.

t hose
th

Bef ore he can protest, the door shuts |eaving himhol ding
the PINK GOMN staring at the STI RRUPS.

There are no nornmal chairs in this office.
Mason si ghs.
INT. MLAN S OFFI CE - LATER

He’s in the pink gown, spread eagle in the stirrups.
The door opens.

And DR. M LAN RAMOS, | ooking |ike the next big TV Doctor
strides in confidently.

M LAN
M. Mason, very nice to neet you.

Mason stunbles, trying to stand to neet her.

M LAN
Pl ease, stay seated. | want you to
remai n confortable for our
consul tati on.

MASON
Uh.. | think I'd be nore
confortable in a normal chair?

M LAN
|”ve found greater success with
patients in these stirrups. They
tend to be nore open to ne.

Mason shifts unconfortably.
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MASON
Doct or Rano-

M LAN
M | an.

MASON
M1lan, |’ve been sent here to
di scuss a potential opportunity
with you.

M LAN

You have wonderful warm energy, but
| sense a rift. Have you been

t hrough any stressful situations

| atel y?

Mason’s cal mexterior starts to crack

Beat .

MASON
| would rather this be a
conversation than an eval uati on.

M LAN
You seem t ense.

MASON
As | said, this chair isn't the
nmost confortabl e.

M LAN
Do you feel vul nerable?
MASON
Ki nda, yeabh.
M LAN
Is it nmy presence-?
MASON
(enough)
Frankly, I ama little concerned

that NASA sent nme to a Gynecol ogi st
for a "psych eval"” when | only have
a year to assenble a teamto trave
t hrough space and col oni ze Mars.

M LAN
This team Do you feel they are
unqual i fi ed?

Mason drums his fingers.
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MASON
In a classic sense? Absolutely. |
still can’t believe that this is
financed through the governnent.
But. ..
M LAN
But ?
MASON

Despite their quirks, each one is
speci al . Unort hodox, but each
brings sonmething to the table.

Ml an stays silent.

MASON
| mean, if we need to start gearing
up the general population, this is
a pretty decent place to start.
It’s just... | have a plunber who
lives in a bunker, a gardener whose
husband is a plant, an IT guy
trying to FIND his hone planet...
And now |’ m here to get "our
doctor", a-

M LAN
A gynecol ogi st.

The eval uation is over.

MASON
| don’t nean that as a slight, I'm
awar e of your extensive background.

M LAN
Matthew, |’m not offended. This is
not exactly what | went to schoo
for. More of a passion.

Mason | oosens up.

MASON
Gyne- Psychology with a mnor in
Waxi ng?

That causes a good | augh. Mason is finally at ease, despite
t he ridicul ous circunstance.

M LAN
... Don’t have a specialization
anynore. | studi ed Medicine and
( MORE)
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M LAN (cont’ d)
Physi cs across the board and have
accunul ated degrees in nost fields,
earned or honorary. | apologize if
that’s not specifically ideal.
can assure you | amproficient in
Astronony as well. | actually ran
t he NASA study of physiol ogy and
psychol ogi cal effects of artificial
gravity on Hunmans.

26.

As Mason digests all of the info, Commander Mann's past |ine
echos in his head. "She's incredible".

Mason starts to believe that maybe she is.

MASON
What made you step away?

M1l an thinks on that.

She chuckl

Beat .

M LAN
| got tired of hypotheticals and
t heoreticals. So nuch tal k about
space col onies, but there was no
action! Al of that brai npower, and
not even to achieve it. Just to
specul ate. What’s the point?

es despite herself.

M LAN
One particularly bad day, | decided
to panper nyself. During a
Brazilian wax, | broke down. It
pulled all of the repressed enotion
out of ne. Cathartic in a way |
have never experienced. So, |
deci ded to pool ny abilities, and
gi ve people a place to go in need
of respite to hopefully find

t hensel ves, like | did.

MASON
VWll, | have sone good news and bad
news.

M LAN

You don’t need a Brazilian wax.
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MASON
That’'s the bad news. Good news is,
NASA isn’t planning anynore. W're
movi ng forward. WIIl you help ne
col oni ze a planet?

Ml an smles genuinely.

M LAN
| was ready the mnute | saw an
appl i cation.

This resonates wi th Mason.

MASON
Then get ne out of these stirrups.

BOLD ( PRELAP)
| " m gl ad you have renewed faith in
our cause.

MASON ( PRELAP)
Its purpose has al ways been there.
| just needed to believe init.

| NT. ADM NI STRATOR BOLD S OFFI CE - DAY

The teamis set. Mason is being briefed.

MASON
VWhat ' s next ?

MANN
The H. A. B.

A HOLOGRAM of the H A B. pops up with its blueprint.

BOLD
Coi ned fromny idea - the Huge-Ass
Bi osphere!

The stupid acronymgets its own full hol ogram

MANN
Seated in the Nevada Desert, we
have created perfectly encl osed
environnents that will sinulate
life on each teani s exopl anet.



28.

| NT. HELI COPTER FLYI NG OVER NEVADA DESERT - DAY

Mason sits peacefully, |ooking sonber out the w ndow.
In the distance, we see a G ANT VHH TE DOVE. THE H A. B

Twi ce as big as any football stadiumand conpletely

encl osed. There are many additional smaller "Pod" enclosures
linked to the main done via air-locks. The nodul ar done of
the future.

BOLD (V. O
That’s where you will prepare your
team We will be gradually
adj usting the environnent and
t hrowi ng obstacl es your way.

EXT. HELI COPTER LANDI NG PAD - QUTSIDE THE H. A.B. - DAY

The helicopter floats down to land in the mdst of a |large
ground operati on.

Mason steps out and surveys the area. Frantic activity.
Gover nnment wor kers everywhere.

Mason sees his TEAMin the short distance.

-Derek shows Ben sonme of his tools that probably won't nake
it in.

-Susan introduces Mlan to M. Pl ant.

Mason | ooks on with an optim stic smle. He wal ks up
ent husi astical ly.

MASON
Zeta Team

ZETA TEAM does their best to snap to attention like in the
mlitary. It’s pretty damm sl oppy, but the thought counts.

MASON
At ease! I'’mglad you' ve all had a
chance to get aquainte-

GOVERNMENT WORKER
MAKE WAY FOR THETA TEAM

A crowd of government workers part ways.
Through the crowd, wal ks THETA TEAM A group of PERFECT

| NDI VI DUALS nmaki ng an ideal team Lead by our favorite,
ASTRONAUT TI NGLE.
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BOLD (V. O
You will not be al one.

Tingl e brisks past Mason - total TOP GUN nonent.

TI NGLE
Stay out of Theta' s way.

As Theta team noves forward -

SLO- MO - Mason continues sizing up his conpetition as they
wal k to the H A B. entrance.

BOLD (V. O
Al'l teans, ALPHA through ZETA wil |
be locked in the H A B. for a
cal endar year. Although each group
wll be a separate sealed entity,
but, you will all work under the
common goal of survival. You are
nore than encouraged to
col | aborate, so |long as your
i ndi vi dual goals are net.

MANN (V. O
You have ny word that Al pha team
will be there for you. W are al
in this together.

Mason’s awe wears off, and he’'s left standing awkwardly wth
his rag-tag ZETA team

BEN
They | ook better than us.

SUSAN
Do they each have a role |ike we
do?

M LAN

They seem prepared.

DEREK
They didn’t bring any tools...

Mason renains in thought.

BOLD (O S)
My gl orious ZETA TEAM

Adm ni strator Bold struts over, assistant in tow.

Mason snaps out of his daydream and neets himwth a
handshake.
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Bol d eyes over his assenbl ed squad.

BOLD
(to ZETA)
Ah, the nost fantastic and capabl e
candi dates that our fine country
coul d produce. |’ m Adm ni strator
Bold of NASA, it is an absolute
pl easure to finally neet you all

One of Derek’s tools falls off his belt.

Ben won’t stop picking his nose.

Susan is cradling M. Plant.

Mlan's hair is billowing in the wind |like a diva.

BOLD
You were all individually sel ected
as the foundi ng nenbers of a new
initiative to usher in a new age of
mai nstream space col oni zati on

BEN
(whi spering to ZETA)
They better not take the land from

nmy peopl e.
BOLD
What was that?
BEN
Nothing. I'"mjust really excited!

Bol d gl ares Ben down a nonent.
BOLD
|”mglad M. Boner has enough
excitenent for all of us.
The pun | ands at Boner’s expense.

In the distance, Derek’s hypersensitive eye catches
sonet hi ng.

VEX - DEREK VI SION - Enhance - A TINY breach in one of the
ai rl ocks!

VFX - DEREK VI SION - Enhance - An ensuing pressure |eak!
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DEREK
(eyei ng the |eak)
That’ s not nor nal

BOLD
Not if it lasts over four hours!

More | aughter.

DEREK
No. Not Ben’s peni s!
(points to the airlock)
That airlock right there.

SUSAN
Veget ati on Bay 312?

Derek inspects closer to find a tiny but consistent | eak.

DEREK
Yeah, that’'s a | eak.

SUSAN
The produce! That pod is
specifically configured for 21%
oxygen. The whole pod will die if
that fluctuates.

M LAN
Even worse, if that pod blows, it
could take the whole H A B. with
it.

BOLD
What ?!

(into a radio)

Check all pod air-lock connections,
NOW

DEREK
Hold on, | think | can fix this.

Zeta team starts to react individually.

Derek pulls out an old fashion arc welder fromhis tool
belt, and begi ns wel di ng.

BEN runs to a nearby REPORTER and steals their Macbook.

BEN
| need to use this.
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MASON
Boner, that’'s not connected-

Wthin seconds, he's controlling the Air-I ock.

Derek fini

Mason can
conduct ed

MASON
Oh.

BEN
Oxygen | evels - 20. 7%

SUSAN
NOT AS BAD AS | THOUGHT! But we
need to get nore in there
i mredi atel y.

M LAN
What is the atnospheric pressure of
the main H A . B. ?

BEN
100%

M LAN
Perfect, we can dip a little bel ow
that. Reroute oxygen fromthe
H A B..

BEN
Rer out i ng.

shes up wel ding. H s enhanced eye appeased.

DEREK
Looks good!

SUSAN
Level s?

BEN
Oxygen Level - 21% and stable. main
H A B. atnospheric pressure
teetering at 99%
(Fi xed)
There, back to 100%

only smle as he realizes his team has j ust
a skilled synphony w thout instruction.

MASON
Are we good?
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DEREK SUSAN

Good here. Qur little friends will be
fine.

M LAN BEN
Main H A B. is stable! Can | bring the Macbook?
Of to the side, Bold takes in the sight of his ZETA TEAM
i ke a proud Dad, a single tear down his cheek.

BOLD
God dammit, I'’mjust so proud! This

was such a good i dea!

(shaki ng everyone’s hands)
Zeta Team you very well m ght have
just saved us all already. Now, get
in there and do it again.

(points to his heart)
And don’t forget, I’malways in
there with you. From out here.

Bold can’t hold in his enotion anynore and wal ks away
sobbi ng.

A GOVERNMVENT WORKER cones out of nowhere.

GOVERNVENT WORKER
ZETA TEAM H A B. entry in five
m nut es!

The teamtightens with resolve, they now know they are
ready.

Mason searches for the right thing to say.
MASON

Der ek, Susan, Ben,
(correcting)

Agh. . Boner,

(nmovi ng on)
Mlan... | have to admt, when
first joined this team | didn't
believe in any of you. | thought I

had pi ssed off ny supervisors and
was given a suicide mssion... |
was W ong.

( Segue)
| judged you all unfairly. If
anything, you all are the nost
i nportant menbers of ANY team You
are REAL PECPLE. Not sone high

( MORE)
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MASON (cont’ d)
scoring test-subject. | used to
want that before but.. Hell, I'd
much rather spend tine with you
guys than those jerks anyway.

Hoots and hollers from ZETA team it’s worKking.

GOVERNVENT WORKER
ZETA Team foll ow ne!

Mason eyes his team

MASON
What do you say, ZETA?
ZETA TEAM
(toget her)

YEAH!
| n badass SLO MO, we watch ZETA TEAM a perfect group of
m sfits stroll through nanel ess governnent | ackeys to maeke
their way to the giant H A B.
They may not | ook the part, but they sure can walk it.

EXT. H A B. ENTRANCE - DAY

ZETA TEAM st ands together in front of the H A B..
ALARMS start soundi ng, the process has begun

On top of the ENTRANCE, a big digital banner reads - "ZETA
TEAM - NOW ENTERI NG'.

The H. A B. opens up a HANGER BAY that functions as the MAIN
Al R- LOCK. Bad-ass Fog/ Snoke free-fl ows out.

ZETA TEAM i s ushered towards the Al R-LOCK
Standi ng inside, ZETA TEAMfinally | ooks |i ke they bel ong.
EXT. H A B. ENTRANCE - WAITI NG AREA - DAY

A nore conposed Adm nistrator Bold watches froma tenporary
fixture.

Bol d overl ooks with hope while his assistant fields emails
and calls.

BOLD
Can you believe it?
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ASSI| STANT
Yes. Whether it will work, that's
up for debate.

Bol d steels his gaze.

BOLD
It will.

Bol d qui ckly noves and rips a LOUDSPEAKER from a WORKER s
hands.

BOLD
(addr essi ng everyone)
Fri ends! Coll eagues! Patriots! |I'm
not normally one for speeches, but
| nmust SPEAK

THE WHOLE AREA GOES SI LENT... EXCEPT THE ALARNS
Bold tries starting, but quickly gets annoyed.

BOLD
CUT OFF THOSE DAMN ALARMS.

They die pathetically.

BOLD

ZETA TEAM is our future. They are
risking everything for it. They are
the FI RST ClI VI LI ANS SCHEDULED TO
COLONI ZE AN EXOPLANET. Let that
sink in for a second.

( Seqgue)
They are the first, and will not be
the last. They will pave the way
for a new generation of Star
Citizens. W all owe them our
gratitude, and a round of appl ause.

Bol d puts the | oudspeaker down and begins to clap.

A couple claps follow... Then nore... Then everyone in
att endance.

BOLD
Godspeed, ZETA TEAM

The assistant even nods her head, "Not a bad speech".



INT. H A B. HANGER - LOCKING OQUT - DAY

36.

Mason and his Zeta Team | ook out frominside the HANGER
taking in all of the appl ause.

MASON

You guys ready for this?

We go around the horn -

Beat .

DEREK
| think I need to plunb out ny
pant s.

SUSAN
M. Plant seens to be nervous, but
we' re okay.

BEN
VWhat ever it takes, man.

M LAN
About damm ti ne.

MASON
W’ re gonna colonize the shit out
of this universe.

The hanger slowy closes, until we -

FADE TO BLACK



